Is chronic renal transplant rejection a non-immunological phenomenon?
Five patients with chronic renal transplant rejection were subjected to dietary protein restriction (0.6 g/kg ideal body weight daily) with no change in immunosuppressive therapy. In all five patients the slope of the curve of reciprocal serum creatinine and time decreased (mean -46.0 +/- 11.8 before diet fell to -11.7 +/- 9.4; p less than 0.01). These findings support the hypothesis that non-immune mechanisms are dominant is chronic renal transplant failure.